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What Was I Scared Of? By Dr. Seuss 
Reading Assessment 

 
Instructions: Circle the letter that best answers each question. 

 
1. Who is the narrator of this story? 
 a. the pair of pants 
 b. the scared guy 
 c. the trees 
 d. the Cat in the Hat 
 
2. What surprised the man in the woods? 
 a. He saw a ghost. 
 b. He saw a monster. 
 c. The trees tried to get him. 
 d. He saw pants with nobody inside them. 
 
3. When did the story take place?	 
 a. morning 
 b. noon 
 c. night 
 d. dinner time 
 
4. How did the pants start moving? 
 a. They starting dancing. 
 b. They started jumping. 
 c. They sat down. 
 d. They wiggled side to side. 
 
5. What was the man’s first errand? 
 a. to row a boat 
 b. to get water 
 c. to hide in a bush 
 d. to get spinach 
 
6. What did the pants not do? 
 a. run 
 b. ride a bike 
 c. row a boat 
 d. roller-skate 
 



 
7. Where did the man hide to get away from the pants? 
 a. inside a boat 
 b. inside bait 
 c. in a brickel bush 
 d. in some pants 
 
8. Why does the man keeps going out? 
 a. He isn’t scared of pale pants. 
 b. He has many errands. 
 c. He needs to get food. 
 d. He thinks the pants moved away. 
 
9. What did the man do when he said, “I do not fear those pants!” 
 a. He shouted them. 
 b. He whispered them. 
 c. He told the truth. 
 d. He lied them. 
 

10. What did the man do by accident? 
 a. He touched the pants. 
 b. He hugged the pants.	 
 c. He tickled the pants. 
 d. He put the pants in a box. 
 
11. How did the pants feel about the man? 
 a. They liked him. 
 b. They were scared of him. 
 c. They were angry at him. 
 d. They loved him. 
 
12. When the pants cried, how did the man feel? 
 a. He felt silly. 
 b. He felt bad for him. 
 c. He felt angry about him. 
 d. He felt worried. 
 
13. What happened at the end of the story? 
 a. The pants and man became friends. 
 b. The pants and man had dinner together. 
 c. The pants and man disliked each other. 
 d. The pants and man watched the moon. 

 



Instructions: Write a sentence or two that best answers each the question. 
 
14. Why do you think the man and pants are scared of each other? 
 
 
 

They didn’t know each other. Once they met, they liked each other. 
 
 
 
 
15. What do you think would be a good title for this book?  Make one up! 
 
 
 

Various 
 
 
 
 

Instructions: Match the vocabulary words to the definition with a line. 
 
 

16. pale      go for and then bring back 
 
 
17. admit      going to get or collect something 
 
 
18. errand      light in color or having little color 
 
 
19.fetch      to shake uncontrollably  
 
 
20. tremble      to confess or tell the truth 
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What Was I Scared Of? By Dr. Seuss 
Reading Worksheet 

 
 

Pretend that you are the character from the story.   
Write a few sentences down in your journal  

about your day.  Be detailed! 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Put the following pictures in the correct order from 1-4. 
 

          
 

 
     ___________             ___________           ___________              ___________ 
 
 
 

What was your favorite part of the story? 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
        Various Answers 
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What Was I Scared Of? By Dr. Seuss 
Vocabulary Worksheet 

 
Instructions: Find the vocabulary words listed below. 

Look at the context clues around the word. 
Fill-in the box that is the synonym of the word. 

 
1. spied 

peeked wiggled froze touched 

   
2. pale 

dark color light color bright color fuzzy 

 
3. admit 

talking tell the truth being quiet lie 

 
4. thumping 

fuzzy soft repeated knock loud noise 

 
5. errand 

small job nap eating hiding 

 
6. fetch 

wait hold wiggle go get 

 
7. tremble 

big move small touch little shake eat 

 
8. whimpering 

little cries loud cries happy giggles small laugh 
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Using pieces of paper cut into 5x5 inch squares, make a five block comic stip.  Have 
the students attach the squares of paper with tape and then create a comic strip of 
your favorite part of the book.  Include the words of Dr. Seuss on each block... Here 

is the catch.  Change one block to change the story.  This is the fun box, make 
something unexpected happen!  Good luck and have fun! 

 
Things you will need: 

1. 5x5 pieces of paper 
2. Crayons or Markers 
3. Glue Sticks 
4. Tape 
5. Construction Paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t Forget! 
The first square should be your title square! 

Include: 
1. the title of the book 
2. the author of the book 
3. your name 

 
 


